Hodgkin's disease, clinical stages I and II. Results of radical irradiation with or without chemotherapy.
From 1965 to 1976, 170 patients with Hodgkin's disease, clinical stages I or II, were treated with radical irradiation. A first group of 42 patients was treated with irradiation alone, a second group of 24 patients received one course of chemotherapy followed by irradiation, and a third group of 104 patients was treated with a sandwich regimen including chemotherapy + irradiation + chemotherapy. Although the treatment were not randomized, the comparison of the results shows a striking improvement in the group submitted to the C + R + C regimen: in this group the plateau of disease-free survival was 90 per cent. This result was obtained after treatment for about 3 months without surgical staging or maintenance chemotherapy. However, this treatment may favor some complications,. mainly the development of a second malignancy; these risks may be decreased by reducing the treatment in patients with good prognosis.